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INTRODUCTION

Tertiary education in Mauritius is in a phase of rapid expansion and diversification. In this
era of globalisation, there is an increasing need to gauge issues, problems and challenges
confronting the sector and to build on the existing knowledge. It is also essential that
higher educational institutions are encouraged to adopt international best practices and to
create the right environment for the smooth growth, development and enhanced

performance of the higher education sector.

A number of topical issues in education relating to such areas as access, relevance, equity,
financing and costs, quality, governance, effectiveness and efficiency, teaching and learning
and research, amongst others, are, on the one hand, in need of in-depth investigation.
There are a number of higher education students, academics and researchers, on the other
hand, who are interested to undertake research in education but are having difficulties to
identify specific areas to kick-start their work. This publication, therefore, intends to act as
a guide to potential researchers. They will find inside a list of research titles from which to
select. The themes indicated are of direct relevance to the major issues in the higher
education sector. Many of the themes have been chosen in view of their practical

orientation and their relevance for developing policies.

It is hoped that this publication will steer educational research in higher education in the
desired direction and benefit all stakeholders— policy-makers, administrators, planners and
students, employers, etc- concerned with the increasingly complex problems facing the

sector.

I would like to thank all my staff at the Commission who have assisted me in the

preparation of this document.

Finally, with a view to stimulate research in tertiary education, the TEC, aware that the list
is far from exhaustive, would be glad to develop further the research areas identified and to
provide any technical support. Financial assistance (subject to condition) may also be

extended under the Commission’s various research and related support schemes.

Dr P. Mohadeb

Executive Director

Tertiary Education Commission
February, 2010
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Tertiary education in a technological society
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The tertiary education institutions and adult education

The university curriculum and the needs of society
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21. University and society
22, University independence: The main questions

23. The returns from tertiary education: An individual and societal perspective
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